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Environmental Studies (ES)
Courses
ES 002 (EES 002, EVST 002) Introduction to Environmental
Science 3 Credits
Focuses on natural and human-induced drivers and consequences
of environmental change. Exploring options for mitigating and
adapting to environmental change in ecosystems, physical and social
systems, the course examines such topics as biogeochemical cycles,
population pressure, ecosystem diversity, productivity and food
security, energy, water resources, climate change, pollution, ozone,
urban issues and sustainability. Stresses interactions using case
studies. Intended for any student with an interest in the environment.
May be combined with EES 022 or EES 004 for 4 credits.
Attribute/Distribution: NS

ES 004 (EES 004, EVST 004) The Science of Environmental
Issues 1 Credit
Analysis of current environmental issues from a scientific perspective.
The focus on the course will be weekly discussions based on
assigned readings. May be combined with other EES 3 credit courses
for 4 credits.
Attribute/Distribution: NS

ES 105 (EVST 105, POLS 105) US Environmental Policy and Law
4 Credits
Analysis of the framework that has been established to protect the
environment and promote sustainable growth. Focus on the roles
of the different branches of the U.S. government and the relative
responsibilities of state and local governments within this framework.
Consideration of the political nature of environmental issues and the
social forces influencing environmental protection in different areas of
domestic environmental policy, such as climate change, toxic waste
disposal and natural resources conservation.
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 107 The Politics of the Environment 4 Credits
A survey of the major environmental, resource, energy and population
problems of modern society, focusing on the United States. The
politics of people’s relationship with nature, the political problems
of ecological scarcity and public goods, and the response of the
American political system to environmental issues.
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 110 (EVST 110, HMS 110, POLS 110) Environmental Planning
for Healthy Cities 4 Credits
An introduction to the topic of environmental planning, the course
will review the roles of citizens, other stakeholders, political interests,
and local governments in determining the use of land; unpack
the meaning of "sustainability;" and grapple with the challenge of
balancing communities' demand for development with the need to
protect valuable natural resources. Students will be introduced to
examples of successful and unsuccessful instances of environmental
planning both at home and abroad.
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 119 (ETH 119, EVST 119, PHIL 119) Environmental Ethics 4
Credits
Evaluates the ethical and moral dimensions of humanity’s relationship
to nature as well as our individual and collective moral duties to
confront urgent environmental challenges. Topics may include
the intersection of climate and social justice; responsibilities to
future generations, distant others, and nonhuman animals; the
limitations of traditional ethical, political, and economic frameworks
for accommodating our obligations and commitments to justice; and
possible legal and public policy responses.
Attribute/Distribution: HU

ES 121 (ANTH 121, EVST 121) Environment and Culture 4 Credits
Impact of environment upon cultural variability and change.
Comparative study of modern and past cultures and their
environments as well as current theories of human/environmental
interaction.
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 125 (EVST 125, JOUR 125) Environment, the Public and the
Mass Media 4 Credits
Extensive exploration of local, national and international
environmental problems and their social, political and economic
impacts. Analysis of mass media coverage of complex environmental
issues and the media’s effects on public opinion and government
environmental policies. Examination of environmental journalism
principles and practices in the United States and around the world.
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 254 (ASIA 254, ETH 254, EVST 254, REL 254) Buddhism and
Ecology 4 Credits
Buddhism's intellectual, ethical, and spiritual resources and rexamined
in light of contemporary environmental problems. Is Buddhism
the most green of the major world religions? What are the moral
implications of actions that affect the environment?
Attribute/Distribution: HU

ES 305 (AAS 305, EVST 305, POLS 305) Residential Segregation:
Policies and Practices 4 Credits
This course is an introductory planning course, with an emphasis
on housing and community development policy. It will examine
historical and contemporary aspects of urban politics; the economic,
demographic, and spatial evolution of American cities; and various
urban problems, such as the spatial mismatch between people and
jobs, housing quality and affordability, and residential segregation.
Finally, the course will review how planners have addressed
conditions in cities and regions over time.
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 312 (EVST 312, POLS 312) Urban Environmental Policy
Workshop 4 Credits
An urban environmental planning and policy course in which students
explore an issue affecting the local community, evaluate current policy
responses and possible alternatives, and present recommendations to
public officials, local organizations, and community members. Student
research and analysis will draw on primary and secondary data, as
well as feedback from conducting individual interviews, focus groups,
and community meetings. Prior projects include determining how
Bethlehem's new City Revitalization improvement Zone (CRIZ) might
best benefit the South Side of Bethlehem, PA.
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 323 (EVST 323, HMS 323, JOUR 323) Health and
Environmental Controversies 4 Credits
Exploration of health and environmental controversies from the
perspectives of scientific uncertainty and mass media coverage.
Examines genetic engineering, biotechnology, environmental health
risks, and nanotechnology. Includes discussion of ethical and social
responsibilities and interactions with the public.
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 333 (PHIL 333) International Environmental Law &
Philosophical-Policy Design 4 Credits
This course studies international law and the natural environment
assuming that the superficial legal structure and policy dilemmas
of globally regulating the natural world are the result of the more
essential philosophical ideas and concepts that have created both the
international legal system and humanity’s evolving interrelationship
with nature. Learning the current structure of the international-
environmental legal system we shall comparatively apply theory to
practice to both explain existing law and justifying policy change.
Attribute/Distribution: HU
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ES 355 (EVST 355, POLS 355) Environmental Justice: From
Theory to Practice 4 Credits
This course explores the various ways in which environmental law
and policy can have discriminatory effects. It examines the rise and
evolution of environmental justice movement, and the impact of
environmental justice claims on administration policies, especially
at the federal level. Considering the role of politics in the ongoing
struggle for environmental justice, it reviews theories of substantive
and procedural justice, and uses them to consider strategies for
advancing equity in environmental law and policy.
Prerequisites: POLS 105 or ES 105
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 366 (EVST 366, POLS 366) Advanced Environmental Policy 4
Credits
An introduction to the history of domestic environmental policy and
contemporary policy trends, such as the rise of legal adversarialism
and public participation in regulatory decisions. The role of market
instruments in policy implementation, the emergence of rights-
based approaches to environmental protection, and the role and
value of distributional analysis will also be covered. Students will
develop knowledge of a particular area of environmental policy at the
federal, state, and/or level depending on their interests and current
opportunities.
Prerequisites: POLS 105 or ES 105
Attribute/Distribution: SS

ES 367 (EVST 367, TLT 367) Environmental Education 3 Credits
Introductory environmental education course designed to prepare
students to implement environmental education opportunities in
formal and non-formal education settings. Topics include history
and philosophy of environmental education, environmental laws
and regulations, GIS, environmental issues and decision making,
curriculum integration and environmental education teaching
methodologies. This is a Web enhanced containing both online and
fieldwork components.

ES 368 (EVST 368, TLT 368) Teaching and Learning with
Geospatial Tools 3 Credits
Exploration of geospatial tools, including but not limited to global
positioning systems (GPS), geographic information systems (GIS),
and related visualization tools (e.g., Google Earth). Application
of these tools and techniques to instructional settings, including
appropriate pedagogy and assessment.

ES 402 (EES 402, EVST 402) Scientific Foundations for
Environmental Policy Design 3 Credits
This course explores the science behind the environmental issues
that bear on the policy process at local, national and global scales.
It delves into the science of selected environmental issues that have
either arisen from anthropogenic activities, or that impact social
systems, or that help policy makers understand the consequences
of different policy options. The course will consist of readings and
discussions of timely topics and one major project.
Attribute/Distribution: NS

ES 404 (SOC 404) Socio-cultural Foundations of Environmental
Policy 3 Credits
This course is based on the premise that social and ecological
sustainability require new policy approaches. Drawing on social,
organizational, and behavioral theory, students will learn techniques
for analyzing and critiquing existing environmental policies and
designing more effective policies. Case studies highlight how cultural
values, social norms, public opinion and politics shape policies and
their outcomes. We examine the entire policy process from how
environmental problems are defined, to how organizations implement
policies and how policies are evaluated.

ES 405 (EVST 405, POLS 405) Residential Segregation: Policies
and Practices 3 Credits
This course is an introductory planning course, with an emphasis
on housing and community development policy. It will examine
historical and contemporary aspects of urban politics; the economic,
demographic, and spatial evolution of American cities; and various
urban problems, such as the spatial mismatch between people and
jobs, housing quality and affordability, and residential segregation.
Finally, the course will review how planners have addressed
conditions in cities and regions over time.

ES 412 (EVST 412, POLS 412) Urban Environmental Policy
Workshop 3 Credits
An urban environmental planning and policy course in which students
explore an issue affecting the local community, evaluate current policy
responses and possible alternatives, and present recommendations to
public officials, local organizations, and community members. Student
research and analysis will draw on primary and secondary data, as
well as feedback from conducting individual interviews, focus groups,
and community meetings. Prior projects include determining how
Bethlehem's new City Revitalization improvement Zone (CRIZ) might
best benefit the South Side of Bethlehem, PA.

ES 421 (SOC 421) Information Ecology 3 Credits
Information theory, critical social theory, and ecological principles are
combined to model how information organizes human ecosystems.
These concepts are applied to environmental policy analysis using
case studies.

ES 466 (EVST 466, POLS 466) Advanced Environmental Policy 3
Credits
An introduction to the history of domestic environmental policy and
contemporary policy trends, such as the rise of legal adversarialism
and public participation in regulatory decisions. The role of market
instruments in policy implementation, the emergence of rights-
based approaches to environmental protection, and the role and
value of distributional analysis will also be covered. Students will
develop knowledge of a particular area of environmental policy at the
federal, state, and/or level depending on their interests and current
opportunities.
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